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1. Roll Call and Pledge of Allegiance The meeting was called to order at 7:08 PM by President Schreiner Roll
was called by the minute taker. There were eleven (11) Boardmembers present. Four (04) Boardmembers
were absent. Quorum was met. Information about giving public comment was read by President Schreiner.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited at this time.

VNNC ITEM 1. Roll Call 

Present –11 Absent-04 

Bingham, Camera, Chiu, de la Cuesta, Edelman, Gonzalez, Gruzen, Schreiner, 
Spears,Verin,Zezotarski 

Harari, Kalb, Perez, 
Ramos 

2. Reports from LAPD and LAFD
a. Report from LAPD Van Nuys Division - https://vnnc.org/resource/ Senior Lead Officer (SLO) Perez

reported that there is a new interim Senior Lead Officer to replace SLO Chase Lambert. SLO Juan
Sierra is the new interim SLO for Basic Car 9A23 and was introduced to the Board. The 12th Annual
LAPD Van Nuys Toy Drive and Car Show will be held on December 13, 2025 from 11:00AM to
1:00PM. The car show and drop off location will be 6240 Sylmar Ave. Van Nuys, CA 91411. For
more information contact Van Nuys Community Relations Office at 818-374-9406. SLO Perez met
with representatives from Metro and San Fernando Transit Constructors (SFTC) about the
construction and installation of the light rail on Van Nuys Blvd. This project will add 14 new stations
between the Metro G Line Van Nuys Station and the Sylmar/ San Fernando Metrolink Station. The
light rail service along Van Nuys Blvd. will improve access to key destinations, while connecting
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transient users to the growing network in the San Fernando Valley. During construction of this 
project the residents and business owners located on Van Nuys Blvd. will be impacted. Heavy 
construction will begin November 2026 and will be completed by 2031. For additional information 
or community complaints please contact Metro at eastsfvtransit@metro.net or 818-701-3844. 
There is an LAPD Community Engagement Survey which seeks candid feedback on the community’s 
perception on safety, trust in law enforcement, and overall engagement with LAPD. Additional information 
about the survey can be obtained by calling the station. 

b. Report from LAFD absent, no report.

3. Reports from other Government officials (2 min each) 
a. Council District 2 –Abkar Kalantarians abkar.kalantarians@lacity.org 213 951 2191 absent, no report.
b. Council District 4 – Taleen Keuroghlian taleen.keuroghlian@lacity.org absent, no report.
c. Council District 6 – Paulina Alvarado paulina.alvarado@lacity.org (818) 778-4999 reported that they

are monitoring the homeless encampments on Sepulveda Blvd. She thanked the Boardmembers that
attended the dedication of the Ruth Bader Ginsburg Memorial in the Civic Center. CD 6 will be having no
skateboarding signs installed in the Civic Center along with additional signs directing people to the new
memorial. Mid Valley Family YMCA has a food drive every Monday starting at 9:00AM and every
Thursday starting at 10:00AM at 6901 Lennox Ave. Van Nuys. There will also be a turkey giveaway on
November 20, 2025 from 10:00AM-12;00PM. For more information call 818-989-3800. If you report
illegal dumping to MyLA311, please follow up with CD 6 so the office can track the progress. CD 6 has a
Strike Team that works Van Nuys every Friday in the Van Nuys area. The Strike Team provides
landscaping services and trash pick-up in the Van Nuys area.

d. Department of Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE) – John Darnell john.darnell@lacity.org absent,
no report.

e. Mayor’s office – Betsaira Aguilera betsaira.aguilera@lacity.org (213) 257-0224 Nico Padron was in
attendance from the Mayor’s Office to report on the Mayor’s Office Shine LA Program that is held on
the fourth Saturday of the month in communities around Los Angeles. The next Shine LA will be held
on November 22, 2025 from 8:00Am-11:30PM at the Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve 6350 Woodley
Ave Van Nuys, CA. For more information on the Mayor’s Shine LA Program, go to
https://mayor.lacity.gov/ShineLA

f. LAUSD Board District 3, Scott Schmerelson scott.schmerelson@lausd.net reported that he has moved
his district open house to this Thursday to be held at Oliver Wendell Holmes International Middle
School 9351 Paso Robles Ave. Northridge, CA 91325. LAUSD Food Services will be in attendance to
sample its breakfast, lunch, and dinner menu items along with LAUSD providing entertainment. Every
school in LAUSD has a library. Make sure your local school has a library. It is the responsibility of all
residents to make sure we have the best LAUSD schools. Report schools if something looks wrong.

g. Los Angeles County 3rd District (Lindsay Horvath) – Karen Dominguez
KDominguez@bos.lacounty.gov absent, no report.

h. Assembly District 46 (Jesse Gabriel) – Clarissa Gomez Clarissa.Gomez@asm.ca.gov absent, no
report.

i. Senate District 20 (Caroline Menjivar) –Alex De Leon Alex.deleon@sen.ca.gov absent, no report.
j. California Congressional District 29 – Cynthia Becerra Cynthia.Becerra@email.house.gov (818) 253-

3535 absent, no report.
k. Metro staff: Construction updates regarding the ESFV Light Rail transit project – Joanna Amador

reported that there will be additional road closures 8:00PM to 8:00AM on Van Nuys Blvd for
construction. For more information on active work notices go to
https://cloud.sfmc.metro.net/ESFV_CN Metro will be attending the Christmas Parade in Pacoima.

l. Metro staff: Construction updates regarding construction in Van Nuys related to G Line
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Improvements absent, no report. 
m. Public comment: Mr. Marez, Mr. Hopp, Stakeholder 1, Miriam, Donna

4. General Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items – maximum of 2 min per stakeholder (Note that topics 
discussed must be within the jurisdiction of the VNNC.) 

a. Donna
b. Mr. Marez
c. Miriam
d. Mr. Hopp
e. Scott Schmerelson

5. Discussion and possible action to approve the August MER and September MER. https://vnnc.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/10/VNNC-MER-August-2025.pdf https://vnnc.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/10/VNNC_MER_Sept2025.pdf 

Public Comment: Mr. Hopp, 
Motion: Passed 

VNNC Agenda Item 5. Motion to approve the August MER and September MER. 
Moved: Edelman Seconded: Spears 

Yes-10 No-00 Abstain-00 Ineligible-01 Absent-04 

Bingham, Camera, de la Cuesta, Edelman, Gonzalez, 
Gruzen, Schreiner, Spears,Verin,Zezotarski 

None None Chiu Harari, Kalb, 
Perez, Ramos 

6. Board Officer Reports 
a. President

i. Report on Halloween events at local parks.
ii. Opportunity to complete Charter Reform Commission survey

https://reformlacharter.lacity.gov/
iii. New State Law SB 707 becomes effective January 1, 2026. It represents a modernization of

the Brown Act and will enable the VNNC to approve with 11 votes an option to hold some
meetings on Zoom. DONE will provide more details shortly.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB707

iv. Comments on LA Park Needs Assessment draft report and a report on park needs of the
Van Nuys community were submitted.

v. Considering January 10 or February 7 as potential dates for Board retreat.
vi. A printed copy of VNNC General Board Meeting agendas and linked files can be reviewed in

a reference notebook that is located at the Van Nuys Branch Library.
vii. For information on upcoming local events and activities, look under the Events list on the

right side of the homepage of the vnnc.org website and on the calendar.
b. Vice President Report/Budget Advocate Report reported that the Budget Advocates are working

with city departments to understand their budgets. A few Budget Advocates will be meeting with the
Mayor on Thursday. Reports will be ready next month. Pam has been elected as Budget Advocate to
represent the Valley area.

c. Other Officer Reports- no reports presented.
d. Public comment- Mr. Marez, Mr. Hopp, Donna
e. DONE- Gibson Nyambura from DONE stated that DONE and the City Attorney's office will be

providing guidance to Neighborhood Councils in December regarding implementation of SB 707.
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7. Planning and Land Use Management (PLUM) Committee actions that require a roll call vote and/or 
discussion. 

a. Discussion and possible action to approve sending a letter to City Planning stating that the VNNC
Board supports the application at 5845-5901 Sepulveda Blvd. for a set of incentives and waivers to
increase density. Project includes demolition of an existing auto repair facility and construction of a
new 8-story mixed-use building with 80 residential units (including 12 very low-income units, 5
moderate income units, and 1 manager unit) and ground floor commercial space of 2,258 SF.
Applicant is requesting the following approvals from the Planning Department:

i. Requests a Class 3 Conditional Use to allow a density increase of up to 125% to permit 80
new residential units.

ii. Under the Density Bonus Incentive Affordable Housing Program, requests four incentives
and one waiver:

1. an on-menu incentive to reduce the amount of required open space provided by
20%, for a total of 6,700 SF of open space;

2. an off-menu incentive to permit a 2’-6” minimum north side yard setback in lieu of
the required 11’ minimum side yard setback;

3. an off-menu incentive to permit a 4’ minimum south side yard setback in lieu of the
required 11’ minimum side yard setback.;

4. an off-menu incentive to permit a 2’-6” minimum rear yard setback in lieu of the
required 20’ minimum rear yard setback; and

5. a waiver to permit a maximum floor area ratio (FAR) of 3.42:1, which exceeds the
otherwise permitted 1.5:1 in Height District 1

iii. Digital copies of project documents can be found at:
https://planning.lacity.gov/pdiscaseinfo/search/casenumber/CPC-2025-2690-DB-CU3-
VHCA (In box on top right of screen, click on “Initial Submittal Documents” to find links
to documents related to application.) NOTE: Will share information from City Housing
Dept regarding income limits and rents for affordable housing units:
https://housing.lacity.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Sch.-6-2025.pdf

b. Discussion and possible action to approve sending a letter to City Planning stating that the VNNC
Board supports the application at 14131 W Vanowen St., Ben’s Market for a conditional use permit
to allow sale of beer, wine and distilled spirits for off-site consumption, type 21, in conjunction
within an existing market, operating 9am - 10pm. Case no.: ZA-2025-2582-CUB. Representative:
Sherrie Olsen of PLRC. Digital copies of project documents can be found at:
https://planning.lacity.gov/pdiscaseinfo/search/casenumber/ZA-2025-2582-CUB (In box on top
right of screen, click on “Initial Submittal Documents” to find links to documents related to
application.)

c. Discussion and possible action to approve sending a letter to City Planning stating that the VNNC
Board supports the application at 14119 Oxnard St. for an Auto Repair Garage and Paint Zone
Variance. Tenant Improvement and interior remodeling of (E) 2940 sq. ft. building with 1 additional
bathroom. Change of use from manufacturing to auto repair use to allow spray booth to operate.
Case no.: ZA-2025-1989-ZV-CU2. Representative: Elizabeth Optholt of Whitestone DCI Applicant is
requesting the following approvals from the Planning Department:

i. Zone Variance for spray booth and paint within 500’ of a residential zone in the M2-1 Zone.
ii. Class 2 Conditional Use for Auto Body Repair within 500 feet of a residential zone in the M2-

1 Zone. Digital copies of project documents can be found at:
https://planning.lacity.gov/pdiscaseinfo/search/casenumber/ZA-2025-1989-ZV-CU2 (In box
on top right of screen, click on “Initial Submittal Documents” to find links to documents
related to application.)
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PLUM Chair Quirino de la Cuesta stated that motions regarding the three projects on the agenda should not be 
considered because letters of support were not attached to the agenda. After discussion, the Board agreed that 
items should be postponed to the next meeting. 

Public Comment: Mr. Hopp, Mr. Marez, Donna 
Motion: Passed 

VNNC Agenda Item 7.a.b.and c. Motion to postpone. 
Moved: Camera Seconded: de la Cuesta 

Yes-11 No-00 Abstain-00 Ineligible-00 Absent-04 

Bingham, Camera, Chiu, de la Cuesta, Edelman, 
Gonzalez, Gruzen, Schreiner, Spears,Verin,Zezotarski 

None None None Harari, Kalb, 
Perez, Ramos 

8. Public Safety, Human Services, and Animal Welfare Committee actions that require a roll call vote and/or
discussion

a. Discussion and possible action to approve submitting a Community Impact Statement (CIS) in
support of City Council File 25-1136 in support of the Neighborhood Prosecutor Program / Crime
Prevention / Local Engagement / Reestablishing.
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=25-1136

Public Comment: Mr. Marez, Mr. Hopp 
Motion: Passed 

VNNC Agenda Item 8.a. Motion to approve submitting a Community Impact Statement (CIS) in support of 
City Council File 25-1136 in support of the Neighborhood Prosecutor Program / Crime Prevention / Local 
Engagement / Reestablishing.) 
Moved: Edelman Seconded: Verin 

Yes-11 No-00 Abstain-00 Ineligible-00 Absent-04 

Bingham, Camera, Chiu, de la Cuesta, Edelman, 
Gonzalez, Gruzen, Schreiner, Spears,Verin,Zezotarski 

None None None Harari, Kalb, 
Perez, Ramos 

b. Discussion and possible action to approve submitting a Community Impact Statement (CIS) in
support of City Council File 25-1221 in support of Department of Animal Services (DAS) / Pet Fairs /
Community Events / Increase Adoption Rates / Large Transport Vehicles.
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=25-1221

Public Comment: Donna, Raymond, Mr. Hopp, Mr. Marez 
Motion: Passed 

VNNC Agenda Item 8.b. Motion to approve submitting a Community Impact Statement (CIS) in support of 
City Council File 25-1221 in support of Department of Animal Services (DAS) / Pet Fairs / Community 
Events / Increase Adoption Rates / Large Transport Vehicles. 
Moved: Edelman Seconded: Zezotarski 

Yes-11 No-00 Abstain-00 Ineligible-00 Absent-04 

Bingham, Camera, Chiu, de la Cuesta, Edelman, 
Gonzalez, Gruzen, Schreiner, Spears,Verin,Zezotarski 

None None None Harari, Kalb, 
Perez, Ramos 

c. Announcements by committee members about key issues. Mr. Edelman reported that during the
holiday season, LAPD wants you to Lock it, hide it, and keep it.
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9. Discussion and possible action to appoint Kathy Schreiner and Pam Bingham to the Ad Hoc Bylaws
Committee.

Public Comment: Mr. Marez, Mr. Hopp, Donna 
Motion: Passed 

VNNC Agenda Item 9. Motion to appoint Kathy Schreiner and Pam Bingham to the Ad Hoc Bylaws Committee. 
Moved: Spears Seconded: Zezotarski 

Yes-11 No-01 Abstain-00 Ineligible-00 Absent-04 

Bingham, Chiu, de la Cuesta, Edelman, Gonzalez, 
Gruzen, Schreiner, Spears,Verin,Zezotarski 

Camera None None Harari, Kalb, 
Perez, Ramos 

10. Announcements and identification of topics Board members would like to discuss at a future meeting. No
action taken.

11. Adjournment. Meeting was adjourned at 9:16PM.




