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Van Nuys 

Neighborhood Council 

P.O. Box 3118 

Van Nuys, CA 91407-3118 

 
Email: info@vnnc.org 

www.vnnc.org 

 

In Conformity With The September 16, 2021 Enactment Of California Assembly Bill 

361 (Rivas) And Due To Concerns Over Covid-19, Education Committee Meeting Of 

Van Nuys Neighborhood Council Meeting Will Be Conducted Telephonically And 

Internet Based Via Zoom. 
 

Members of the public who wish to listen to the meeting or participate in public comment to the 
Committee via telephone should use Meeting ID No. 856 1833 4350 then press #. Press # again 
when prompted for participant ID. When you have a question for the Host, you can Raise Hand by 
pressing *9, when called on to talk, you can mute/unmute by pressing *6. 

 
PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS The public is requested to dial *9 if participating by 

phone or “Raise Hand” if participating by computer, when prompted by the presiding officer, to address the 

Board on any agenda item before the Board takes an action on an item. Comments from the public on 

agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on 

other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction will be heard during the 

General Public Comment period.  Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting 

on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue 

raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a future Board meeting. Public comment is 

limited to a maximum of 2 minutes per speaker per item with a maximum of 10 minutes total per meeting, 

unless adjusted by the presiding officer of the Board.  

mailto:kathy.schreiner@vnnc.org
mailto:kathy.schreiner@vnnc.org
mailto:john.hendry@vnnc.org
mailto:jennifer.febre@%20vnnc.org
mailto:jennifer.febre@%20vnnc.org
mailto:myrra.bolla@vnnc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85618334350
mailto:info@vnnc.org
http://www.vnnc.org/
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Speakers shall limit their comments to matters relevant to the item on the agenda. The Chair may rule that 

the speaker is out of order if the comments are not germane to the item under consideration.  

 
AB 361 Updates - 

Public comment cannot be required to be submitted in advance of the meeting; only real-time public 
comment is required. If there are any broadcasting interruptions that prevent the public from observing or 

hearing the meeting, the meeting must be recessed or adjourned. If members of the public are unable to 
provide public comment or be heard due to issues within the Neighborhood Council’s control, the meeting 

must be recessed or adjourned 
 

Vision: 
Equitable and high-quality educational opportunities for all persons in Van Nuys. 
  

Mission: 
The Van Nuys Neighborhood Council Education Committee seeks to promote  
transformative learning experiences, support educational partnerships, and 
encourage and celebrate education successes in our schools and community. 

 
 
Voting Members: 

Kathy Schreiner (Interim Chair) 

Members: Hakop Azatyan, David Harari, and Suju Vijayan 

 
Agenda 

1. Call to Order. Roll Call and determination of quorum. Pledge of Allegiance. 

2. Opening comments from Chairperson.  

3. Presentation and discussion with representatives from Our Turn, which organizes 
students and youth for educational equity in LA schools. Representative Ashley 

Lautzenhizer, along with Genesis Cruz, Our Turn organizing fellow and student at 
Jordan High School 

Background references. Website: https://www.itsourturn.org/  

Link to the Our Turn Student Agenda, which details some of Our Turn’s youth-led 

goals for LA schools:  https://www.itsourturn.org/la 

4. Review and approval of Minutes for the 10/10/22 meeting. 

https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/VNNC-2022-10-10-Education-

Committee-Minutes.pdf 

5. General Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items (maximum of 2 min per 

stakeholder) 

6. Library news and information on upcoming library events 

  

https://www.itsourturn.org/
https://www.itsourturn.org/la
https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/VNNC-2022-10-10-Education-Committee-Minutes.pdf
https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/VNNC-2022-10-10-Education-Committee-Minutes.pdf
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7. Information from LAUSD and questions to explore with LAUSD. 

a. See Attachment A for response from Karla Silva, School and Community 

Coordinator, with information requested at 10/10 meeting. 

b. Information on funding for facilities improvements at schools within the VNNC 
area obtained by Scott Schmerelson, Board Member, District 3 of LAUSD. 

’Approved at 8/20/22 School Board meeting 

• Secure Entry System for Cardenas ES and Kester ES. 

• Install video surveillance (CCTV) system at Van Nuys HS 

• Classroom furniture at Van Nuys MS 
Approved at 11/15/22 School Board meeting 

• Cardenas ES - exterior lunch tables 

• Sylvan Park EEC - classroom furniture  

• Sylvan Park ES - new shade structure 

c. David would like to know what is being done to provide each school with a 

library that is open during the school day. Some elementary schools do not 
have the type of library he had access to when he attended school. 

d. Hakop would like to know more about what is planned as upgrades to schools in 
the VNNC area. He says that some of the schools he attended as a student still 

look much the same. 

 

8. Discussion and possible action regarding advocacy for prioritization of SFV LAUSD 
Middle Schools for implementation of the Department of Recreation and Parks’ 

“Community School Park” program to make school grounds available on 
weekends for community use for structured recreational activities. 

a. Draft CIS to be submitted to Recreation and Parks Commission. 

https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Draft-CIS-regarding-developing-

SFV-middle-schools-as-Community-School-Parks.pdf 

b. Draft CIS to be submitted to LAUSD School Board regarding how 

implementation of the Community School Park program in the San Fernando 
Valley supports the Resolution presented by Board President Kelly Gonez and 

adopted by the School Board regarding Green Schools for All  

https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/LAUSD-Gonez-motion-on-

Green-Schools-for-All.docx 

9. High Priority Initiatives 

a. Offer to participate in Civics education at Van Nuys High School. (Board 

Member Scott Schmerelson to help make the appropriate contact. No response 
received yet from Van Nuys High School.) 

10. Low Priority Initiatives to be reviewed periodically 
a. Certificates/VNNC recognition of accomplishments – may want to coordinate 

with Community of Schools staff to identify targets for recognition. 

b. Consider whether to share information in the spring to inform the community 

https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Draft-CIS-regarding-developing-SFV-middle-schools-as-Community-School-Parks.pdf
https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Draft-CIS-regarding-developing-SFV-middle-schools-as-Community-School-Parks.pdf
https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/LAUSD-Gonez-motion-on-Green-Schools-for-All.docx
https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/LAUSD-Gonez-motion-on-Green-Schools-for-All.docx
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about the LAUSD Choices program and magnet schools in Van Nuys (including 
Van Nuys High School, which was named a National Magnet School of 

Distinction for the sixth year in a row)? 

c. Defer idea regarding urging the City to plant street trees on Kittridge on 

the northern side of Van Nuys High School. 

11. Member comments and suggestions for future agenda items. Also, 

Committee members are invited to share education-related events and 
information for the benefit of   informing those in attendance. 

12. Adjournment. 

 
THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT - As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities 

Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable 

accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive 

listening devices and other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of 

services, please make your request at least 72 hours prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting VNNC by via 

email at: info@vnnc.org 

 

PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS – VNNC agendas are posted publicly near the front door to the conference room 

of the Marvin Braude Constituents Building, 6262 Van Nuys Blvd, Van Nuys, CA 91401 and also online at 

www.vnnc.org. You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at 

https://www.lacity.org/subscriptions 

 

PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS – In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non- exempt writings that 

are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed, 6262 Van Nuys Blvd, Van Nuys, 

CA 91401, at our website: http://www.vnnc.org/ or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any 

record related to an item on the agenda, please contact via email: info@vnnc.org 
 

RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS - For information on the VNNC’s process for board action 

reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult 

the VNNC By-laws. The By-laws are available at our Board meetings and our website http://www.vnnc.org 
 

SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION - Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 72 horas 

antes del evento. Por favor contacte a info@vnnc.org por correo electrónico para avisar al Concejo Vecinal. 

 

Notice to Paid Representatives - If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may 

require you to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code §§ 48.01 et seq. More 

information is available at ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-

1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org  

  

mailto:info@vnnc.org
https://www.lacity.org/subscriptions
http://www.vnnc.org/
mailto:info@vnnc.org
http://www.vnnc.org/
mailto:info@vnnc.org
http://www.ethics.lacity.org/lobbying
mailto:ethics.commission@lacity.org
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Attachment A 
 

Email from Scott Schmerelson’s Assistant, sent after 10/10 Education Committee 
meeting that Mr. Schmerelson attended. 

 
 
From: Silva, Karla <karla.silva1@lausd.net> 
To:  kathy.schreiner vnnc.org 

Tue 10/18/2022 12:24 PM 

Hi Ms. Kathy, 
I finally got all the follow-ups to the questions you all had at the committee meeting last week. 

• We went ahead and forwarded your email about civic education to the Van Nuys High School principal, you 
should be hearing back from the school shortly. 

• We also asked the head Food Services Division Mr. Manish about providing school lunches while students are on 
break and this was his response: 

“Federal regulations no longer permit us to serve meals when schools are not in session. On the other 
hand, USDA is still issuing P-EBT cards, and till the time these cards are available, families that qualify 
will be able to get funds for students when schools are not in session. 
Please note that the cards are customarily issued some months after the break. For e.g., cards for summer 
will probably be issued in November. ( LAUSD is not responsible for card distribution, which is in the 
hands of USDA and distributed by CDE.” 

• As for Board District 3’s recent school projects that we have participated in, please refer to our 
website for up-to-date resolutions: 

https://boardmemberscott.org/our-schools/ 

  
Thank you so much for your involvement with our schools. Hope to hear from you again soon! 

  
  

 

 

Karla Silva 
School and Community Coordinator 
Office of Board Member Scott M. 
Schmerelson 
Los Angeles Unified School District, Board 
District 3 
333 S. Beaudry Ave, 24th Floor 
Phone: 213.241.8333 
Website: www.BoardMemberScott.org 
6621 Balboa Blvd. 
Phone: 818-654-3785 

https://boardmemberscott.org/our-schools/
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boardmemberscott.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ckarla.silva1%40lausd.net%7C4e12000b691947fa6def08da8acbf1c4%7C042a40a1b1284ac48648016ffa121487%7C0%7C0%7C637974905780703945%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=acMdaPvuKGATD%2FMXA9GS%2Fmm2D97w7oR4NRNY%2BBYw0ZU%3D&reserved=0

