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IN CONFORMITY WITH THE GOVERNOR'S EXECUTIVE ORDER N-29-20 (MARCH 
17, 2020) AND DUE TO CONCERNS OVER COVID-19, THE BOARD OF Van Nuys 
NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED ENTIRELY 
TELEPHONICALLY. 
 
Every person wishing to address the Board must dial (669) 900 6833, and enter webinar 
id 950 5638 2710 and then press # to join the meeting. Instructions on how to sign up 
for public comment will be given to listeners at the start of the meeting.  
Please click the link below to join the webinar:  
https://zoom.us/j/95056382710 
 

 

PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS – The public is 
requested to fill out a “Speaker Card” to address the Board on any agenda item before 
the Board takes an action on an item. Comments from the public on agenda items will 
be heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public 
on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction will 
be heard during the General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown 
Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during 
the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the 
public may become the subject of a future Board meeting. Public comment is limited to 
2 minutes per speaker, per item, with a maximum total of 10 minutes per speaker, 
unless adjusted by the Council President and/or facilitator. 
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1. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGANCE — QUORUM CALL.  

 

2. READ AND APPROVE MINUTES OF January 15, 2019 and other meetings.  

 

3. Discussion and Possible action: Planet Fitness Gym, 6633 N. Van Nuys Blvd. Case# ZA-

2019-6944. Change of use from retail to 20,050 SF 24-hour gym in an existing 

commercial corner development. Part of the Van Nuys Central Business District 

‘Community Design Overlay’ (CDO) zone area. Applicant/ representative: Kimberly A. 

Rible, Esq. & Fred Gaines, Esq. Supporting Documents: Application, Arch Drawings, 

Photos 

 

4. Discussion and possible action: All Right Storage, 15005-15009 W. Oxnard Street. Case# 

CPC-2019-5750. Proposal for a new 98,458 SF self-storage warehouse with 24-hour 

access. Requesting a change in height from a zone M3-1 to M3-2-D for a floor area ratio 

of 2:46:1 vs. 1.5:1 and height of 53 feet for the storage facility. Applicant/ representative: 

Jerome Buckmelter of Jerome Buckmelter Associates, Inc. Supporting Documents: 

Application, Drawings. 

 

5. Discussion and Possible Action: 45-unit multi-residential building, 14552-14558 W. 

Erwin Street. Case# DIR-2019-6323. Proposal to build a new 45-unit, 6 stories 

residential building with basement & ground floor parking. Proposed project is utilizing 

TOC tier 3 incentives, 3 additional incentives: side-yard reduction, height increase and 

open space reduction. Part of the Van Nuys Central Business District ‘Community 

Design Overlay’ (CDO) Zone area. Applicant/ representative: Armin Gharai of GA 

Engineering, Inc. Supporting Documents: Application, Arch Drawings, Justification 

 

6. Discussion and Possible Action: 14400-14412 Vanowen Street/ 6755 N. Sylmar Ave. 

Case# DIR-2019-7623-TOC-CDO. Demolition of existing one-story commercial 

building and new construction of 45-unit, 6-story residential building with at grade and 

basement parking. Proposed project is utilizing TOC tier 3 incentives, 3 additional 

incentives: side-yard reduction, height increase and open space reduction. Part of the Van 

Nuys Central Business District ‘Community Design Overlay’ (CDO) Zone area. 

Applicant/ representative: Armin Gharai of GA Engineering, Inc. 

Supporting Documents: Application, Arch Drawings, Justification, Photos 

 

 

7. Discussion and Possible Action: The VNNC to send a letter to the Metro (Los Angeles 

County Metropolitan Transportation Authority) Board of Directors requesting that they 

lower Metro's COVID-19 Max Load limit for 60' busses such as those used on lines 233, 

733, and 901 (Orange Line) as outlined on page 10 of 

  https://metro.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=8440603&GUID=9EF26710-8673-

4084-9E00-857DF87460E5  from 30 to 20 in order to enable safer Social Distancing and 

increasing frequency of affected routes to make up for the reduced seating capacity. The 
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VNNC is concerned that the inability to effectively Social Distance on transit effectively 

further jeopardizes the health of Essential Frontline Workers riding transit.  

 

8. Discussion and Possible Action: The VNNC to send a letter to the Metro (Los Angeles 

County Metropolitan Transit Authority) Board of Directors asking that they postpone the 

adoption of the LRTP (Long Range Transportation Plan) for at least a year. The LRTP in 

its current form is based entirely on pre-COVID-19 data, and the VNNC feels that it 

would make more sense to wait until we have a better understanding of how the COVID-

19 crisis reshapes working and commuting behavior before adopting a plan for the next 

10+ years of transit Policy.  

 

9. Discussion and Possible Action: The VNNC to send a letter to the Metro (Los Angeles 

County Metropolitan Transit Authority) Board of Directors regarding the NextGen Bus 

Service  Proposal (as of the Janutary 2020 Draft) 

a. The VNNC Supports the Proposed expansion of service hours and days for route 

169, but opposes the eastern connection to Burbank 

b. The VNNC Strongly Opposes the elimination of route 218. The Valley needs 

more transit options over the Santa Monica Mountains, not fewer options.  

c. The VNNC applauds the increase in frequency and span of service proposed for 

route 233 to add Owl Service hours.  

d. The VNNC opposes the reimagined 236, 237 and 239 routes. All these routes 

serve vital north/ south needs and offer speedy alternatives to more congested 

major lines like 240, 234, and 233 in the middle San Fernando Valley and would 

be great options in their current alignments with increased spans and frequencies 

of service. 

e. The VNNC is excited to see the resurrection of Route 761 but would like to see 

the 234/734 continue to connect to Westwood and Expo/Sepulveda Station. 

f. The VNNC is deeply troubled by the eradication of most of the Valley's Rapid 

network including the 744, 750 and 734. These routes offer considerable time-

savings over their local counterparts and the loss of them would be highly 

detrimental to the SFV's transit landscape.  

 

10. PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

11. ADJOURNMENT  
 

**THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT - As a covered entity under Title II of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of 
disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to 
its programs, services and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices and 
other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of 
services, please make your request at least 72 hours prior to the meeting you wish to attend by 
contacting VNNC by calling: (818) 533-8662 or via email at: info@vnnc.org 

**PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS – VNNC agendas are posted publicly near the front door to 
the conference room of the Marvin Braude Constituents Building, 6262 Van Nuys Blvd, Van 
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Nuys, CA 91401 and also online at www.vnnc.org. You can also receive our agendas via email 
by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at https://www.lacity.org/subscriptions  

*PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS – In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, 
non- exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting 
may be viewed , 6262 Van Nuys Blvd, Van Nuys, CA 91401, at our website: 
http://www.vnnc.org/ or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any 
record related to an item on the agenda, please contact via email: info@vnnc.org  

**RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS - For information on the VNNC’s 
process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural 
matters related to this Council, please consult the VNNC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at 
our Board meetings and our website http://www.vnnc.org  

**SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION - Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al 
Concejo Vecinal 72 horas antes del evento. Por favor contacte a info@vnnc.org por correo 
electrónico para avisar al Concejo Vecinal.  

Notice to Paid Representatives - If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at 
this meeting, City law may require you to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. 
See Los Angeles Municipal Code §§ 48.01 et seq. More information is available at 
ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at 
{213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org 
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