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NOTICE AND AGENDA 

Van Nuys Neighborhood Council  

Public Health and Safety Committee Meeting  
  February 25, 2019 (Monday) 

          6:00pm-7:30pm 
           Van Nuys Police Station Community Room 

         6240 Sylmar Ave Van Nuys, 91401  
 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION MAY BE TAKEN  
ON ALL ITEMS POSTED ON THIS AGENDA.  

 
Members Of The Public Who Wish To Ask A Question Or Speak Under Public Comments Are 

Requested To Fill Out A Speaker Card And Provide It To The Chairs.  
Any personal information can be released pursuant to the CA Public Records Act. 

At the discretion of the Chair(s), this agenda may be modified as to time slots for agenda items or 
speakers to accommodate changes at that time. 

 
1. Call To Order & Determination of Quorum. (2 Minutes) 

Members: Marlin Medrano (Co-Chair), Josef Lazarovitz (Co-Chair), Jason Ackerman, Kathy Schreiner 
 

2. Comments from the Committee Chairs and Discussion of Committee Member Rolls(3 Minutes) 
2.1. Designation of Committee Secretary 
2.2. Designation of Time Keeper 

 
3. New Business: (33 Minutes)  

3.1. LAPD Introduction (10 minutes) 

The Committee to welcome Officer Michael Perez who will give an overview of how we can work 
together and provide a community report.  
 

3.2. Rail Safety in Van Nuys (10 Minutes) 

The Committee to welcome Tracy Berge (or another representative) from Metrolink to speak about 

local awareness, concerns, and discuss Rail Safety in Van Nuys. 

 

3.3. Community Townhall (10 Minutes) 

The Committee to host a community event and decide on necessary details below. The purpose will 

be to raise awareness of how to maximize the Neighborhood Council, provide information of local 

programs and services, and request community feedback and engagement. Location: Marvin Braude 

Constituent Center - 6262 Van Nuys Blvd. Van Nuys, CA 91401 

Proposed Date: To be determined during discussion and confirm availability of location 

Proposed Budget: To be determined during discussion and submitted to Budget and Finance 

Committee 

Action Item: Point Person? 



 

3.4. CIS on Climate Emergency (10 minutes) 
The Committee recognizes the serious dangers of climate change and to discuss the support of File No. 
18-0054(https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=18-
0054). The Van Nuys Neighborhood Council urges the City of Los Angeles to declare a Climate 
Emergency which would call to accelerate its carbon-free goal from 2050 to 2025 as set out in the 
Climate Emergency Mobilization Department council file. (Please find the CIS attached)  
Action Item: Point Person? 

 

3.5. Call for the District Attorney’s Office to Clear/Reschedule Records of Cannabis Charges (10 minutes) 
The VNNC to File an (RFA) Request for Action calling on District Attorney Jackie Lacey to follow the lead 
of the District Attorneys of San Francisco and San Diego and have the DA's Office expunge all prior low-
level marijuana-based offenses going back no less than 40 years and to review all other marijuana-
related felonies to determine if they should be retroactively reduced to misdemeanors 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/31/us/california-marijuana-san-francisco.html). The War on 
Drugs has disproportionately negatively impacted low income and/or communities of color like Van 
Nuys, and the VNNC finds the current expungement petition process to be woefully under-publicized 
and far too costly in terms of time and/or money in its current form and so, fails to meet the 
restorative justice aims of the law.  
The VNNC further requests a report back from the DA's Office no less than ninety (90) days from 
receipt of the approved version of this motion, on what steps are being taken by the DA's Office to 
comply with this request and what additional steps an/ or resources would be required to achieve this 
goal.  
Action Item: Jason Ackerman 
 

3.6. Van Nuys Blvd Rail Project(s) Improvements (10 minutes) 
The VNNC supports Sepulveda Pass Option HRT-1 and demands that the East Valley Rapid Transit 
Corridor be built with grade-separated 6-car platforms or be turned back into a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 
with dedicated bus lanes and protected bike lanes to create a complete street along Van Nuys Blvd 
from Ventura Blvd to San Fernando Road. The newly proposed Extension of the Sepulveda Pass 
Corridor up to the Van Nuys Metrolink Station would give Van Nuys the subway connection to the 
Westside, eventually LAX, and potentially up to San Fernando, as well as virtually all the neighborhoods 
up and down Van Nuys Blvd, the subway they want, without having to repeat the failure of speed and 
safety inherent to at-grade Light-Rail-Transit (LRT) like the Metro Blue Line. If the funds cannot be 
found to grade-separate the East-Valley Rapid Transit Corridor, the VNNC calls on the Offices of State 
Senators Hertzberg and Stern, as well as Assembly Members Nazarian, Gabriel, Rivas, and C. Smith to 
pull all SB-1 funds from the East Valley Rapid Transit Corridor and redirect said funds to the Sepulveda 
Pass Project.  

 Action Item: Jason Ackerman   

 

4. Public Comment (on matters within the VNNC Board’s Jurisdiction NOT but Not on this Agenda)  
(up to 10 minutes) 
Speaker Cards: 2 minutes per speaker  
 

5. Committee Member Comments For items Not on The Agenda 
 

6. Adjournment (7:30pm)  

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=18-0054
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=18-0054
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/31/us/california-marijuana-san-francisco.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/31/us/california-marijuana-san-francisco.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/31/us/california-marijuana-san-francisco.html


 

 
PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS – The public is requested to fill out a “Speaker Card” 
to address the Board on any agenda item before the Board takes an action on an item. Comments from the 
public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the 
public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction will be heard 
during the General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented 
from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, 
the issue raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a future Board meeting. Public 
comment is limited to 1 minute per speaker, per item, with a maximum total of 10 minutes per speaker, 
unless adjusted by the facilitator. *THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT - As a covered entity under Title II 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability 
and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services 
and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening devices and other auxiliary aids and/or services, 
may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business 
days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting VNNC by calling: (818) 533-8662 or via 
email at: info@vnnc.org **PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS – VNNC agendas are posted publicly near the front 
door to the conference room of the Marvin Braude Constituents Building, 6262 Van Nuys Blvd, Van Nuys, CA 
91401 and also online at www.vnnc.org You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s 
Early Notification System at https://www.lacity.org/subscriptions *PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS – In 
compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or 
all of the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed , 6262 Van Nuys Blvd, Van Nuys, CA 91401, at our 
website: http://www.vnnc.org/ or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any record 
related to an item on the agenda, please contact via email: info@vnnc.org **RECONSIDERATION AND 
GRIEVANCE PROCESS - For information on the VNNC’s process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder 
grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the VNNC Bylaws. The 
Bylaws are available at our Board meetings and our website http://www. vnnc.org **SERVICIOS DE 
TRADUCCION - Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 
horas) antes del evento. Por favor contacte a info@vnnc.org  por correo electrónico para avisar al Concejo 
Vecinal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Proposed CIS on File No. 18-0054 

 

Whereas the UN’s IPCC Report, which aggregated more than 8,000 climate studies, gives the 

world one year to reach a peak in carbon emissions, and twelve years to halve them, 

 

Whereas the IPCC states that consequences of failure are apocalyptic: tens of millions of 

displaced people, widespread crop failures, and economic chaos, 

 

Whereas even the IPCC’s “best case scenario”, an increase of 1.5 degrees Celsius, is 

disastrous, 

 

Whereas the IPCC report is actually too optimistic, failing to take into account certain feedback 

loops, 

 

Whereas the fires that destroyed hundreds of homes and killed dozens of people this year in 

California are previews of what the next decade will look like, 

 

And whereas Los Angeles’s current commitment is 100% carbon-free energy by 2050, by 

which time the crisis will be irreversible, 

 

The Van Nuys Neighborhood Council urges Los Angeles to recognize that we are out of time. Climate 

Change is here. 

 

The VNNC calls upon the City of Los Angeles to declare a Climate Emergency, as London, Berkeley, 

Richmond, and Oakland have done. 

 

In support of the new Los Angeles Climate Emergency Mobilization Department, the VNNC calls 

upon the City of Los Angeles to accelerate its carbon-free goal from 2050 to 2025, as set out in the 

Climate Emergency Mobilization Department council file. 

 


