
Van Nuys Neighborhood Council 
www.VNNC.org 

 
Special Executive Committee Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, July 3, 2018 
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 

 
Van Nuys Branch Library 

6250 Sylmar Ave. 
Van Nuys, CA 91401 

 
PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS – The public is requested to fill out a “Speaker Card” to 
address the Board on any agenda item before the Board takes an action on an item. Comments from the public on agenda 
items will be heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on other matters not 
appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment period. 
Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during 
the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a 
future Board meeting. Public comment is limited to 1 minute per speaker, per item, with a maximum total of 10 minutes per 
speaker, unless adjusted by the facilitator. 

 
1. Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance to the United States of America and Roll Call 

 
2. Officer’s Report 

1. President’s Report- Update of website and communications. 

2. Vice President’s Report 

3. Secretary’s Report 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

 
3. Discussion and possible action of items for placement at the 07/11/2018 General Board 

Meeting. 
 

1. Discussion and possible action to approve letter of support for Conditional Use 

Permit for an existing 2,826 s/f restaurant (Chipotle Mexican Grill) with 52 interior 

seats and a 350 s/f covered patio with 20 additional seats located at 5600 Van 

Nuys Blvd. (ZA-2018-2062-CUB). Requesting the sale and dispensing of a full line 

of alcoholic beverages for on-site consumption with proposed hours of 9:00 am – 

11:00 pm daily in the C2-1VL zone. Applicant: Valerie Sacks of Liquorlicense.com. 

Planning Dept: TBD. Letter of support language: Re: Case Number ZA-2018-2062-CUB 

Dear City Planner, In recognition of the efforts and request by Chipotle Mexican Grill and 

reflecting the action taken by the Neighborhood Council on Wednesday, July XX, 2018 

where Council support (vote count) was provided for the renewal of the Conditional Use 

Permit for the existing restaurant located at 5600 Van Nuys Blvd, Van Nuys, resulting in 

dispensing of beer and margaritas for on-site consumption with expanded hours of 9:00 

am – 11:00 pm daily, we respectfully offer this letter of support. Chipotle Mexican Grill 

restaurant is a quality neighborhood stakeholder offering convenient, fine Mexican food 

and beverages for Van Nuys residents and neighboring communities. We sincerely believe 

Chipotle Mexican Grill will continue to be a beneficial partner in the Van Nuys community. 

 

2. Discussion and possible action to approve letter of support for proposed merger of 

two lots and re-subdivision into one lot located at 15400 and 15350 Sherman Way. 

(CPC-2018-1470-ZC). Requesting zone change from (Q) P-1VL, (Q) C2-1VL and 

http://www.vnnc.org/


C2-1VL to (Q) C2-1VL. Applicant: Jerome Julian of Julian-Julian Associates. 

Zoning Dept: Lucy Martinez. Letter of support language: Re: Case Number CPC-2018-

1470-ZC Dear Ms. Martinez, In recognition of the efforts and request by Julian-Julian 

Associates and reflecting the action taken by the Neighborhood Council on Wednesday, 

July XX, 2018 where Council support (vote count) was provided for the merger of two lots 

into one lot located at 15400 and 15350 Sherman Way., Van Nuys, we respectfully offer 

this letter of support. The Julian-Julian Associates project reflects our commitment to 

sensible economic growth within the community. We believe the Julian-Julian Associates 

merger and zone change will encourage future development at the site.  

 

3. Discussion and possible action to approve letter of support for proposed demolition of the 

existing El Cortez Motel located at 5746 Sepulveda Blvd (CPC-2013-3554-ZC-HD-ZV-CU-ZAA-

PA1) and the development of a new 74 Unit Hotel. Applicant: Heather Waldstein of 

Rosenheim & Associates, Inc. Planning Dept: Lillian Rubio. Letter of support language: Re: 

Case Number CPC-2013-3554-ZC-HD-ZV-CU-ZAA-PA1 Dear Ms. Rubio, In recognition of the efforts 

and request by The El Cortez Hotel (represented by Heather Waldstein of Rosenheim & Associates, 

Inc.) and reflecting the action taken by the Neighborhood Council on Wednesday, July XX, 2018 

where Council support (vote count) was provided for the demolition of the existing hotel located at 

5746 Sepulveda Blvd, Van Nuys, and the development of a new hotel with 74 rooms, we respectfully 

offer this letter of support. The El Cortez Hotel has been a long-term neighborhood stakeholder of 

Van Nuys. We believe the new El Cortez Hotel represents a substantial improvement to the Van Nuys 

community. 

(https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/El-Cortez-VNNC-Support-Letter-DRAFT.pdf) 

(http://planning.lacity.org/pdiscaseinfo/CaseId/MjE5MDA00) 

 

4. Discussion and possible action to feature Ifunanya Gwacham in the “Distinguished Speaker 

Series.” Ms. Gwacham is the Victim Services Coordinator for the LAPD Van Nuys Division. 

She has been making her way around the local neighborhood council meetings and wanted 

to see if she could do a presentation in July at the Van Nuys Neighborhood Council Meeting 

and be put on the agenda.  (20 minutes with questions and answers) 

 

5. Discussion and possible action to review proposal from Wendy Moore to do a complete 

overhaul and website redesign. The VNNC to create a database with all 150,000 

constituents in Van Nuys and have our Council be in constant contact with them.  NTE 

$2500 

 

6. Discussion and possible action to reimburse the Councilmembers that have outstanding 

invoices that need to be paid.  The VNNC to pay for copies made by Councilmembers:  

i. Skelton-$18.62. 

ii. Thomas, J. Hopp - $19.00 

iii. Veronica Marin-XX   

 

7. Discussion and possible action to fund nameplates for all the 21 Councilmembers. The 

VNNC to fund the purchase of collared shirts and dress shirts for Councilmembers. The 

VNNC to fund magnetic name badges for Councilmembers. NTE $2500  

 

https://vnnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/El-Cortez-VNNC-Support-Letter-DRAFT.pdf
http://planning.lacity.org/pdiscaseinfo/CaseId/MjE5MDA00


8. Discussion and possible action to establish and vote on the official “Poet Laureate” for the 

Van Nuys area.  The official Poet Laureate to open and close the VNNC meetings with a 

poem, designed to bring everyone together and promote writing and the arts.  All 

stakeholders in Van Nuys and the surrounding area are eligible for the honored designation.  

 

9. Discussion and possible action to promote health and wellness.  The VNNC to invite a local 

yoga instructor to help the entire council with basic breathing exercises, as well as simple 

standard yoga that can be done before, during, and after council meetings.  The VNNC to 

parlay this yoga session into creating a better and more tolerant society, especially as we 

plan on co-sponsoring the health fair at Valley Presbyterian Hospital in October.  The VNNC 

to teach basic yoga at our health fair in Van Nuys at our booth.   

 

10. Discussion and possible action ratify and appoint 20 “Council Ambassadors” to help plan 

the December Holiday Party.  The VNNC Ambassadors to be prominent members of the 

community and have an ongoing and long-standing connection to the community.  

Community Ambassadors tare to be presented with a lapel pin for their service. NTE $500  

 

11. Discussion and possible action to spend 30 minutes going over required paperwork 

required by City Hall.  The VNNC to discuss goals and ideas for the next government year.  

The VNNC to discuss and debate the SELF ASSESMENT paperwork, go through it all, 

argue about it, and then finish it up and turn it in. 

 

4. Discussion and possible action to review items to be placed on the consent calendar. 

 

5. General Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items within the Board’s Jurisdiction (up to two minutes 
per speaker) 

 
6. Adjournment 
 
 

*THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT - As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide 
reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services and activities. Sign language 
interpreters, assistive listening devices and other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be provided upon request. To 
ensure availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting 
you wish to attend by contacting VNNC by calling: (818) 533-8662 or via email at: info@vnnc.org  

 

**PUBLIC POSTING OF AGENDAS – VNNC agendas are posted publicly near the front door to the conference 
room of the Marvin Braude Constituents Building, 6262 Van Nuys Blvd, Van Nuys, CA 91401 and also online at 
www.vnnc.org You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at 
https://www.lacity.org/subscriptions  

 

*PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS – In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings 
that are distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting may be viewed , 6262 Van Nuys Blvd, 
Van Nuys, CA 91401, at our website: http://www.vnnc.org/ or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would 
like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact via email: info@vnnc.org  
 

**RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS - For information on the VNNC’s process for board action 
reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please 
consult the VNNC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at our Board meetings and our website http://www.vnnc.org  
 

**SERVICIOS DE TRADUCCION - Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días 
de trabajo (72 horas) antes del evento. Por favor contacte a info@vnnc.org  por correo electrónico para avisar al 
Concejo Vecinal. 
 

mailto:info@vnnc.org
http://www.vnnc.org/

