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CHIEF’S MESSAGE
It is that time of year again and as we prepare to celebrate
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the Holidays, we must remember that holiday
decorations and celebrations present safety concerns
that we should all be aware of. The theme of this
quarter’s newsletter will involve things you can do to
keep your family safe during this wonderful time of
year. Every Holiday Season in the Los Angeles Fire
Department we will respond to home fires that were the result of
poorly maintained electrical devices or improper vigilance with regard to Christmas trees. It is
always very sad to see a family that has put so much care and consideration into celebrating the
Holidays only to be devastatingly impacted by a residential fire that could have easily been
prevented. Illegal lights on Christmas trees or trees that have gone without water for significant
periods of time all present dangerous circumstances where very little is needed to support a
substantial residential fire. Please take the time to make certain that decorative lights and trees
are legal and properly maintained. Plan escape routes for your family should a fire occur and be
prepared to possibly be outside of your home for a period of time.
The Holidays are a wonderful time to celebrate family and community; please take the time to
make sure that your home is safe and that your family understands what to do in case of an
emergency. Stay safe and have a wonderful Holiday Season.
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SPARK OF LOVE TOY DRIVE
Donating Toys for Needy Children

OFFICE

The Los Angeles Fire Department is proud to partner with

4960 Balboa Blvd.
Encino, CA 91316
818-728-9921
818-728-9931 Fax

Southern California Firefighters, the U.S. Marine Corps and
ABC7 in the 25th Annual Spark of Love / Toys for Needy
Children program.

lafd.valleybureau
@lacity.org

LAFD Valley

The 25th Annual Spark of Love toy program officially kicked off
the day after Thanksgiving, and began with a 'Stuff-a-Bus' event that
is consistently the most successful single-day event in gathering toys to bring
smiles to children across Southern California. Spark of Love is only possible due to the on-going
generosity of thousands of people in our communities across the region.
Please see TOYS on Page 4

Proudly serving: Arleta, Bell Canyon, Canoga Park, Chatsworth, City of San Fernando, Encino, Granada Hills, Lake View Terrace, Mission Hills, Noho Arts District, North Hills, North Hollywood, Northridge, Pacoima,
Panorama City, Porter Ranch, Reseda, Sherman Oaks, Studio City, Sunland/Tujunga, Sylmar, Tarzana, Toluca Lake, Tujunga, Universal City, Van Nuys, Warner Center, West Hills, Winnetka, Woodland Hills.
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BRUSH FIRE E VAC UAT I O N
The recent Creek and Skirball fires required mass evacuations of Los Angeles residents for
their safety and to support firefighting operations. By leaving early, you will give your family the
best chance of surviving a wildfire. You also help firefighters by keeping roads clear of
congestion, enabling them to move in and out of your neighborhood, and thereby doing their
job--saving the lives and property of people affected by the threat of fire. The Los Angeles Fire
Department considers the "fire season" as a nearly year-round issue with the current weather
trends, so it's also important that you keep a “Go Kit” ready for possible evacuation:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Keep a pair of old shoes and a flashlight handy for a night evacuation.
Keep the six “P’s” ready, in case an immediate evacuation is required:
People and pets
Papers, phone numbers, and important documents
Prescriptions, vitamins, and eyeglasses
Pictures and irreplaceable memorabilia
Personal computers (information on hard drive and disks)
“Plastic” (credit cards, ATM cards) and cash

IF YOU'RE TOLD TO EVACUATE, LEAVE EARLY ENOUGH TO AVOID BEING CAUGHT IN
FIRE, SMOKE, OR ROAD CONGESTION. DON’T WAIT TO BE TOLD BY AUTHORITIES TO
LEAVE. IN AN INTENSE WILDFIRE, THEY MAY NOT HAVE TIME TO KNOCK ON EVERY DOOR.
IF YOU THINK IT'S TIME TO LEAVE, DON'T WAIT...GET OUT!
OUT
If you see smoke or fire in your area, immediately report it by dialing 9-1-1. Remember to take note of the location so that the
dispatcher can send emergency equipment to the correct location before you hang up.
Evacuation May Be Necessary
• Back your car in the garage heading out with windows closed. Be sure to keep your keys with you so that you can evacuate quickly should it
become necessary.
• Close the garage door, leave it unlocked, and disconnect automatic door opener in the case of power failure.
• Keep a flashlight and portable radio with you at all times and stay tuned to your local news station.

Outdoors
• Move combustible yard furniture away from the house or store it in the garage.
• Cover windows, attic openings, eaves, and vents with less combustible material, such as 1/2-inch or
thicker plywood.
• Close window shutters and blinds if they are fire-resistant.
• Attach garden hoses to faucets and place them so that they can reach all areas of your house.
• Place a ladder against the house on the opposite side of the approaching fire for access to the roof.
• Shut off Butane/propane or natural gas valves.

Indoors
Don’t forget about preparing a plan to
• Close all windows and doors around your home to prevent sparks from blowing inside.
evacuate your pets and livestock as it
• Close all doors within the house to slow fire spread inside the house.
will require more time to vacate the
premises.
• Turn on the lights in all rooms of your house, on the porch, and in the yard. Your home will be
more visible through the smoke or darkness.
• Move furniture away from windows and sliding glass doors to avoid ignition from the radiant heat of the fire.
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This holiday season make Safety
part of your celebration.
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RECYCLE YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE!
LA Sanitation has curbside collection for Christmas trees. If
your Christmas tree is too big to cut and place inside the green
waste bin, simply place the tree next to your green waste bin on
collection day. In addition, holiday wrapping paper, cartons,
cardboard, Styrofoam® and other expanded polystyrene
products, plastics and gift boxes are also recyclable and should
be placed in the blue bin. However, it is illegal to place
household hazardous waste, such as electronics (i.e. televisions
and computers) and batteries into the collection bins. Please
take those items to one of seven S.A.F.E. Centers for safe
disposal and recycling. Residents of multifamily buildings are
requested to place their Christmas trees at the curbside on the
collection day in your neighborhood. Whether you are serviced
by LA Sanitation or a private hauler, we will pick up your tree
on your neighborhood scheduled collection day. Please remove
all ornaments, decorations, tinsel and the stand from the tree.
Christmas trees can be dropped off on Sunday, January 8, 2017
at two Valley Recreation and Park locations from 9:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. and at the following fire stations starting on January
3rd through mid-m,onth. Holiday wrapping and packaging
materials will not be accepted:

TOYS continued from Page 1
The LAFD is very grateful and thankful for each toy. You can
bring new, unwrapped toys and sporting goods to any
neighborhood fire station in the City of Los Angeles.
Additional special events for toy collection will also be
announced by the LAFD, United States Marine Corps
Reserve and ABC7 through the holiday season.
A 24-hour Spark of Love information hotline has also been
established at (213) 847-3816 with instructions on how nonprofit community organizations can register to receive toys
for children in need.
Individual families in need of toys must contact a non-profit
organization in their community that can officially participate
in the program, such as a school, house of worship, park,
boys and girls club, philanthropic or service club with a
registered 501(c)3 status. Such non-profit organizations
interested in obtaining toys through Spark of Love, should
send an email to: LAFDtoys@gmail.com. A 2017 Toy
Request Application will be sent in reply, which can be
quickly completed on-line via a desktop computer.

Recreation and Park Locations
Encino - Balboa Sports Complex
17015 Burbank Boulevard

Sun Valley - Sunland
8651 Foothill Boulevard

Valley Fire Stations
Porter Ranch - Fire Station 28
11641 Corbin Ave.

Sunland - Fire Station 77
9224 Sunland Blvd.

Sherman Oaks - Fire Station 88
5101 N. Sepulveda Blvd.

West Hills - Fire Station 106
23004 Roscoe Boulevard

Because Spark of Love depends on the generosity of our
community, the Los Angeles Fire Department cannot
guarantee toy delivery or forecast event participation. For
more information, call (213) 847-3816.

You can bring new, unwrapped toys and
sporting goods to any neighborhood fire
station in the City of Los Angeles!
To request LAFD resources at public events (community fairs, school visits, etc.), please send an email to LAFDrequest@lacity.org with the details of your
event (date, time and duration, location, etc.). As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not
discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services and activities.
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