
	 1. Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance to the United States of America
	 2. Roll Call (Quorum Call)
	 3. Comments from the Chair (President) of the Van Nuys Neighborhood Council
	 4. Public Comment (On matters within the VNNC Board’s Jurisdiction.) *Speaker Cards: 2 minutes, 1 
Public Comment Time. (This includes speaker cards on any and all agenda items -- a limit of 10 minutes for the 
entire meeting per Stakeholders and Councilmembers alike) 
	 5. Secretary’s Report 
	 6. Treasurer’s Report -- Jeanette Hopp and/or Howard Benjamin (Second Signatory) -- Approve Treasurer’s 
Report	
	 7. Committee Chairperson’s Reports, Budget Advocate’s Report, Elected Officials’ Reports, Election 
Chair’s Report & Any Special Reports from Councilmembers
	 8. New Business
	 	 a.  Speech and presentation from Jaci Anderson, Project Manager from C.A.R.E.18 Los Angeles 
(www.CARE18.org), an organization dedicated to fight human trafficking.   (CARE 18 is an 18-month initial 
project to address human trafficking of minors in Los Angeles with a victim-centered approach and a focus on safe 
housing and wrap-around services.)  
	 	 b. Speech and presentation from John Rocha, Resident Agent in Charge for the Department of 
Homeland Security, Homeland Security Investigations.  Human trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery, and 
involves the use of force, fraud, or coercion to exploit human beings for some type of labor or commercial sex 
purpose. Every year, millions of men, women, and children worldwide—including in the United States—are victims 
of human trafficking. Victims are often lured with false promises of well-paying jobs or are manipulated by people 
they trust, but instead are forced or coerced into prostitution, domestic servitude, farm or factory labor, or other 

In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to 
a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting, may be requested by emailing info@vnnc.
org. Members of the public are invited to address the council on any items on the agenda prior to 
any action by the Council on that specific item. Member of the public may also address the board 
on any matter within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Council. The council will entertain such 
comments during the public comment period(s). Public comment will be limited to 10 minutes with 
2 minutes per individual for each item addressed. The aforementioned limitation may be waived by 
the chairperson of the meeting. (Pursuant to Government Code Section 54954.3(b)) Members of 
the public who wish to address the council are urged to complete a speaker card and submit it to the 
President or Secretary prior to commencement of an agenda item. Cards are available at the back of 
the room. However, should a member of the public feel the need to address a matter while discus-
sion of the item is in progress, a card may be presented to the President or Secretary prior to final 
consideration of the matter. In the interest of time, All Board & Public Comments will be limited to 
no more than 2-minutes unless otherwise adjusted at the discretion of the President. It is requested 
that individuals who require the services of a translator contact the Department of Neighborhood 
Empowerment 24 hours prior to the meeting. Whenever possible, a translator will be provided. SI 
REQUIERE SERVICOS DE TRADUCCION, FAVOR DE NOTIFICAR LA OFICINA CON 24 
HORAS POR ANTICIPADO. As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request, will 
provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. 
Sign language interpreters, assistive listen device, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be 
provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make you request at least 3 busi-
ness days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting Amber Meshack, Neigh-
borhood Council Advocate at (213) 978-1551.
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types of forced labor.  The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is responsible for investigating human 
trafficking, arresting traffickers and protecting victims. DHS initiates hundreds of investigations and makes 
numerous arrests every year, using a victim-centered approach. DHS also processes immigration relief through 
Continued Presence (CP), T visas, and U visas to victims of human trafficking and other designated crimes. 
(Please join ICE and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) in the fight against child sex trafficking. If 
you suspect human trafficking, please call 866-DHS-2-ICE.)
	 	 c. Speech and presentation by Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special Agent Ronald 
Schloegel.  According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), “Human sex trafficking is the most common 
form of modern-day slavery. Estimates place the number of its domestic and international victims in the millions, 
mostly females and children enslaved in the commercial sex industry for little or no money. The terms human 
trafficking and sex slavery usually conjure up images of young girls beaten and abused in faraway places, like 
Eastern Europe, Asia, or Africa. Actually, human sex trafficking and sex slavery happen locally in cities and 
towns, both large and small, throughout the United States, right in citizens’ backyards.”
	 	 d. Speech and presentation by Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) Special Agents Vijay Rathi 
and Chris Wilson.  The mission of the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) is to enforce the controlled 
substances laws and regulations of the United States and bring to the criminal and civil justice system of the 
United States, or any other competent jurisdiction, those organizations and principal members of organizations, 
involved in the growing, manufacture, or distribution of controlled substances appearing in or destined for illicit 
traffic in the United States; and to recommend and support non-enforcement programs aimed at reducing the 
availability of illicit controlled substances on the domestic and international markets.
	 	 e. Speech and presentation from the California Highway Partol (CHP).  The California Highway 
Patrol was created in 1929 to provide uniform traffic law enforcement throughout the state.  Assuring the safe, 
convenient and efficient transportation of people and goods on our highway system is still our primary purpose.  
California is comprised of culturally diverse people of all ages. Yet, we all have this in common: We all use 
roads and highways throughout the state to go places, conduct business, engage in commerce, or simply enjoy 
California’s beauty. Help us do it safely! The California Highway Patrol (CHP) is actively working to reduce 
collision and fatality rates in California.
	 	 f. Speech and presentation by LAPD Van Nuys Division.  It is the mission of the Los Angeles 
Police Department to safeguard the lives and property of the people we serve, to reduce the incidence and fear of 
crime, and to enhance public safety while working with the diverse communities to improve their quality of life. 
Our mandate is to do so with honor and integrity, while at all times conducting ourselves with the highest ethical 
standards to maintain public confidence.
	 	 g. Speech and presentation by State Senator Bob Hertzberg or senior staff.  Robert Hertzberg 
represents nearly 1 million San Fernando Valley residents of Senate District 18, which includes the following: 
part of Burbank and the following communities in Los Angeles: Arleta, Granada Hills, Hansen Dam, Lake View 
Terrace, Mission Hills, North Hills, North Hollywood, part of Northridge, Pacoima, Panorama City, Sherman 
Oaks, Studio city, part of Sun Valley, Sylmar, Toluca Lake, Valley Glen, Valley Village, Van Nuys, the city of San 
Fernando and Universal City.
	 	 h. Speech and presentation by State Assemblyman Adrin Nazarian or senior staff.   Adrin 
believes in civic engagement and the importance of giving back to his community, he has served on the boards 
of several community based organizations including the East Valley YMCA and the YWCA. Adrin was one of 
the founding members of Generation Next Mentorship program which worked with local public schools to give 
young people alternatives to a life of gangs and drugs.  Adrin and his wife, Diana, live in Sherman Oaks with 
their sons Alex and David.
	 	 i. Additional comments, questions, speeches or presentations by other distinguished persons or 
members of the general public.
	 9. Announcements
	 10. Adjournment
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COMMITTEES
Executive: 1st Monday of every month (or 9 days prior to the meeting at 6:30 P.M.)
∆  Sets the agenda for board meetings, receives requests, and assigns tasks.
George Christopher Thomas, chairman
Howard benjamin, vice president
john hendry, secretary
jeanette hopp, treasurer
josef lazavoritz, parliamentarian  
Location: 6240 Sylmar Street, 2nd floor Community Room

Safety: 2nd Wednesday of every month prior to VNNC general board meeting at 6:00 P.M.
∆  Deals with community safety issues within the Van Nuys Neighborhood Council area.
Josef Lazarovitz, chairman -- Additional Members of the committee -- (Marilyn Havard, Penelope Meyer, 
John Hendry, Donald & Prudence Schultz) -- Maria Scherzer
Location: Braude Center, 6262 Van Nuys Blvd, Room 1-A

Parks & Recreation: 2nd Wednesday of every month prior to VNNC general board meeting at 6:00 P.M. or TBA
∆  Deals with issues concerning children and youth, park programs, facilities and playgrounds in the VNNC area.
maria skelton, chairman -- additional members of the committee -- (John Camera, Roland Guevera, Miriam 
Fogler (Stakeholder), Mr. James Pieper) Josef Lazarovitz
Location: Delano Recreation Center, 14100 Erwin Street, Van Nuys, CA.

Budget & Finance: 2nd Wednesday of the month at 6:00pm (Right before the VNNC General Meeting)
∆  Deals with Van Nuys Neighborhood Council (VNNC) budgetary issues.
Jeanette Hopp, chairwoman
additional members of the committee -- (Candido Marez, Herbert Thompson, Maria Skelton, jennifer hughes 
(stakeholder)) Josef Lazarovitz
Location: TBD

Planning & Land Use:  2nd Wednesday of every month prior to VNNC general board meeting at 6:00 P.M. or TBA
∆  Deals with  planning, zoning and land use issues that affect the VNNC community, including proposals for new projects, 
zoning changes and variances, proposals for tenant improvement (T.I.) construction, building improvements and special uses, 
development, development of new business e.t.c.
Quirino De La Cuesta & Jerry Martin, co-chairs -- additional members of the committee -- (john hendry, 
howard benjamin, Penny Meyer, Paul Anand, Maria Scherzer ) Josef Lazarovitz
Location: Braude Center, 6262 Van Nuys Blvd, Room 2B, Van Nuys, CA.

Government Relations/Rules & Bylaws: Meetings held 2nd Wednesday of every month or TBA
∆  Deals with citywide issues, council files, actions of city officials and departments, bylaws, rules and regulations, policies and 
procedures.
Chairman Paul Anand -- additional members of the committee -- (jeanette hopp, john hendry, jennifer 
hughes (stakeholder), Josef Lazarovitz, Penny Meyer, Derek Waleko)

Outreach: Meetings held last Thursday of every month. (Or possibly the 2nd Tuesday of the month) or TBA
∆  Deals with outreach to inform the VNNC community about board meetings, elections, committee meetings, projects and 
special events, e.t.c.
MARIA SKELTON, chairWOman, 818-385-5665
additional members of the committee -- (candido marez, howard benjamin, Richard hopp, Josef 
Lazarovitz)  

All calls should be after 8:30 A.M. or before 8:00 P.M. 
Monday through Saturday.

For Non-Emergency City Issues Dial ~ 3 1 1
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