
	 1. Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance to the United States of America
	 2. Roll Call (Quorum Call)
	 3. Comments from the Chair (President) of the Van Nuys Neighborhood Council
	 4. Public Comment (On matters within the VNNC Board’s Jurisdiction.) *Speaker Cards: 2 
minutes, 1 Public Comment Time. (This includes speaker cards on any and all agenda items -- a limit of 10 
minutes for the entire meeting per Stakeholders and Councilmembers alike) 
	 5. Secretary’s Report 
	 6. Treasurer’s Report 
	 7. Committee Chairperson’s Reports, Budget Advocate’s Report, Elected Officials’ Reports & 
Election Chair’s Report
	 8. New Business
	 	 a. Speech and Presentation from the Office of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti.  The 
Mayor of Los Angeles or a member of his staff will discuss homelessness in Los Angeles, and how we 
can work together to address this important issue.  (Background: Eric Garcetti is the 42nd Mayor of Los 
Angeles. His “back to basics” agenda is focused on job creation and solving everyday problems for L.A. 
residents.  Garcetti was elected four times by his peers to serve as President of the Los Angeles City 
Council from 2006 to 2012. From 2001 until taking office as Mayor, he served as the Councilmember 
representing the 13th District which includes Hollywood, Echo Park, Silver Lake, and Atwater Village 
— all of which were dramatically revitalized under Garcetti’s leadership.) (Joseph Chicas, Amanda Mejia, 
Eric Garcetti) -- 10 minutes
	 	 b. Speech and Presentation from Los Angeles City Councilman Paul Krekorian.  The 

In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to 
a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting, may be requested by emailing info@vnnc.
org. Members of the public are invited to address the council on any items on the agenda prior to 
any action by the Council on that specific item. Member of the public may also address the board 
on any matter within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Council. The council will entertain such 
comments during the public comment period(s). Public comment will be limited to 10 minutes with 
2 minutes per individual for each item addressed. The aforementioned limitation may be waived by 
the chairperson of the meeting. (Pursuant to Government Code Section 54954.3(b)) Members of 
the public who wish to address the council are urged to complete a speaker card and submit it to the 
President or Secretary prior to commencement of an agenda item. Cards are available at the back of 
the room. However, should a member of the public feel the need to address a matter while discus-
sion of the item is in progress, a card may be presented to the President or Secretary prior to final 
consideration of the matter. In the interest of time, All Board & Public Comments will be limited to 
no more than 2-minutes unless otherwise adjusted at the discretion of the President. It is requested 
that individuals who require the services of a translator contact the Department of Neighborhood 
Empowerment 24 hours prior to the meeting. Whenever possible, a translator will be provided. SI 
REQUIERE SERVICOS DE TRADUCCION, FAVOR DE NOTIFICAR LA OFICINA CON 24 
HORAS POR ANTICIPADO. As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request, will 
provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. 
Sign language interpreters, assistive listen device, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be 
provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make you request at least 3 busi-
ness days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting Amber Meshack, Neigh-
borhood Council Advocate at (213) 978-1551.
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Councilman or a member of his staff will address homelessness and how it affects the San Fernando 
Valley and Los Angeles as a whole.  Born and raised in the San Fernando Valley, Paul Krekorian is a 
member of the Los Angeles City Council, where he serves as the chairman of the Budget and Finance 
Committee.  Paul graduated from Reseda’s Cleveland High School before earning his B.A. in political 
science from the University of Southern California and a law degree from UC Berkeley. Upon graduating, 
he spent two decades practicing business, entertainment, and property litigation, while also devoting his 
time to reduce domestic and gang violence. (Nikki Ezhari, Paul Krekorian) -- 10 minutes
	 	 c. Speech and Presentation from Los Angeles City Councilwoman Nury Martinez.  The 
Councilwoman or a member of her staff will address homelessness and how it affects the San Fernando 
Valley and Los Angeles as a whole.  (Background: Born and raised in the San Fernando Valley, Nury 
Martinez has dedicated her life to her community, working to create good-paying local jobs, keeping 
our communities safe and advocating for our children and students. A neighborhood watch captain, 
homeowner and a mother, Nury is working to deliver resources to Valley residents.)  (Linda Levitan, Nury 
Martinez) -- 10 minutes
	 	 d. Speech and Presentation by Don LeStrange, Van Nuys LAPD Volunteer and 
Community Police Advisory Board (CPAB) Homeless Committee Chair.  (Background: The Community 
Police Advisory Board (C-PAB) is a group of volunteers who live or work in the Van Nuys Area, 
comprised of the following neighborhoods: Sherman Oaks, Van Nuys, Valley Glen, Sherman Village, 
Valley Village and a small portion of Studio City.  C-PAB members act as a liaison between the LAPD 
and the citizens to strengthen the lines of communication.  All C-PAB members will put forth their best 
effort and participate in agreed upon committee assignments for the betterment of the Community in the 
Van Nuys Divisional areas.) -- 10 minutes
	 	 e. Speech and Presentation by Anthony Gonzales, Representative of Village Family 
Center in North Hollywood.  (Background: The Village Family Services is Southern California’s leading 
bilingual family wellness agency providing a comprehensive range of services to achieve permanency and 
safety for neglected and abused children and youth. Our approach centers on family wellness amid client-
centered, strength-focused, trauma-informed, evidence-based and culturally competent care delivered by a 
compassionate, bilingual staff. The Village Family Services envisions a day where all children and youth 
are free of social, emotional, verbal and physical harm.) -- 10 minutes
	 	 f. Speech and Presentation by Ryan Bell from Community Outreach for PATH in 
Los Angeles.  (Background: PATH is a family of agencies working together to end homelessness for 
individuals, families, and communities throughout Southern California. We strive to do this by prioritizing 
housing while providing customized supportive services for people in need. Our agencies each address 
homelessness in a different way—supportive services, permanent housing development, support for 
homeless families, and community engagement—all of which ultimately help the people we serve make it 
home.) -- 10 minutes
	 	 g. Representatives from the San Fernando Valley Rescue Mission.  (Background: 
Established in an effort to serve the homeless in the greater San Fernando Valley, the roots of the San 
Fernando Valley Rescue Mission grow deep, span over 40 years and were established as an outreach 
ministry of the Rescue Mission Alliance – a Christian based non-profit organization.  Founded in 1998, 
the San Fernando Valley Rescue Mission began as the Rescue Survival Outreach Services (S.O.S.) 
Program serving meals to the Valley’s homeless. In 2002, the Mission launched the Family Shelter 
program in a collaborative effort with San Fernando Valley area churches in response to the critical unmet 
need for a year round emergency shelter.) -- 10 minutes
	 	 h. Representatives from the National Coalition For The Homeless.  (Background: The 
National Coalition for the Homeless is a national network of people who are currently experiencing or 
who have experienced homelessness, activists and advocates, community-based and faith-based service 
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COMMITTEES
Executive: 1st Monday of every month (or 9 days prior to the meeting at 6:30 P.M.)
∆  Sets the agenda for board meetings, receives requests, and assigns tasks.
George Christopher Thomas, chairman
Howard benjamin, vice president
john hendry, secretary
jeanette hopp, treasurer
josef lazavoritz, parliamentarian  
Location: 6240 Sylmar Street, 2nd floor Community Room

Safety: 2nd Wednesday of every month prior to VNNC general board meeting at 6:00 P.M.
∆  Deals with community safety issues within the Van Nuys Neighborhood Council area.
Josef Lazarovitz, chairman -- Additional Members of the committee -- (Marilyn Havard, Penelope Meyer, 
John Hendry, Donald & Prudence Schultz) -- Maria Scherzer
Location: Braude Center, 6262 Van Nuys Blvd, Room 1-A

Parks & Recreation: 2nd Wednesday of every month prior to VNNC general board meeting at 6:00 P.M. or TBA
∆  Deals with issues concerning children and youth, park programs, facilities and playgrounds in the VNNC area.
maria skelton, chairman -- additional members of the committee -- (John Camera, Roland Guevera, Miriam 
Fogler (Stakeholder), Mr. James Pieper) Josef Lazarovitz
Location: Delano Recreation Center, 14100 Erwin Street, Van Nuys, CA.

Budget & Finance: 2nd Wednesday of the month at 6:00pm (Right before the VNNC General Meeting)
∆  Deals with Van Nuys Neighborhood Council (VNNC) budgetary issues.
Jeanette Hopp, chairwoman
additional members of the committee -- (Candido Marez, Herbert Thompson, Maria Skelton, jennifer hughes 
(stakeholder)) Josef Lazarovitz
Location: TBD

Planning & Land Use:  2nd Wednesday of every month prior to VNNC general board meeting at 6:00 P.M. or TBA
∆  Deals with  planning, zoning and land use issues that affect the VNNC community, including proposals for new projects, 
zoning changes and variances, proposals for tenant improvement (T.I.) construction, building improvements and special uses, 
development, development of new business e.t.c.
Quirino De La Cuesta & Jerry Martin, co-chairs -- additional members of the committee -- (john hendry, 
howard benjamin, Penny Meyer, Paul Anand, Maria Scherzer ) Josef Lazarovitz
Location: Braude Center, 6262 Van Nuys Blvd, Room 2B, Van Nuys, CA.

Government Relations/Rules & Bylaws: Meetings held 2nd Wednesday of every month or TBA
∆  Deals with citywide issues, council files, actions of city officials and departments, bylaws, rules and regulations, policies and 
procedures.
Chairman Paul Anand -- additional members of the committee -- (jeanette hopp, john hendry, jennifer 
hughes (stakeholder), Josef Lazarovitz, Penny Meyer, Derek Waleko)

Outreach: Meetings held last Thursday of every month. (Or possibly the 2nd Tuesday of the month) or TBA
∆  Deals with outreach to inform the VNNC community about board meetings, elections, committee meetings, projects and 
special events, e.t.c.
MARIA SKELTON, chairWOman, 818-385-5665
additional members of the committee -- (candido marez, howard benjamin, Richard hopp, Josef 
Lazarovitz)  

All calls should be after 8:30 A.M. or before 8:00 P.M. 
Monday through Saturday.

For Non-Emergency City Issues Dial ~ 3 1 1



providers, and others committed to a single mission: To prevent and end homelessness while ensuring 
the immediate needs of those experiencing homelessness are met and their civil rights protected.) -- 10 
minutes
	 	 i. Speech and Presentation from John Horn, Representative from Los Angeles Family 
Housing.  (Background: John has been with LAFH since 1996. He manages temporary housing and 
services for the agency’s single adult population, including chronically homeless individuals and veterans 
and also serves as co-chair of the San Fernando Valley Homeless Coalition. John holds a BA and a 
Masters in Public Administration from Cal State University, Northridge.) -- 10 minutes
	 	 j. Speech and Presentation from Representatives from the Weingart Center Association.  
(Background: The Weingart Center is a non-profit comprehensive human services organization that 
was established in 1983 after recognizing that widespread homelessness was a new phenomenon facing 
the city of Los Angeles. Downtown civic leaders knew that combating the growing, serious problem 
would require innovative methods.  The Weingart Center (WCA), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, has become that 
innovative agency— the Weingart Center provides homeless individuals with the basic skills necessary to 
stabilize their lives, secure income and find permanent housing.) -- 10 minutes
	 	 k. Speech and Presentation from Representatives from the Homeless Health Care 
Los Angeles.  (Background: Homeless Health Care Los Angeles (HHCLA) is a community-based 
organization in Los Angeles, which provides a comprehensive program for any person in need of health, 
mental health, housing, or quality of life services. These services reduce the impact of homelessness in the 
communities of Los Angeles County.) -- 10 minutes
	 	 l. Speech and Presentation from Representatives from the Los Angeles Regional Food 
Bank.  (Background: The Mission of the Los Angeles Regional Food Bank is to Mobilize Resources 
to Fight Hunger in Our Community.  Our vision is that no one goes hungry in Los Angeles County. To 
fulfill our mission, we source, acquire and distribute food, and other products to needy people with the 
help of partnering agencies and Food Bank programs. We also conduct hunger education and awareness 
campaigns and advocate for public policies that alleviate hunger.) -- 10 minutes
	 	 m. Speech and Presentation from Representatives from Los Angeles Coalition to End 
Hunger & Homelessness.  (Background: Since 1991, LACEHH has worked not only to register, but also 
to develop curriculum used to educate LA’s homeless and low income population on the importance 
of voting as a means of engaging in the democratic process, understanding the impacts of legislation 
and changing policy in ways that will improve their lives. Since June 2007, LACEHH has campaigned 
in a collaborative effort with local East San Gabriel Valley (ESGV) organizations to educate ESGV 
communities and local government officials on the importance of real and affordable housing for creating 
vital, healthy communities.) -- 10 minutes
	 9. Announcements
	 10. Adjournment
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