
Van Nuys Education Summit Agenda 
Van Nuys Neighborhood Special Council Meeting 
October 21, 2015 (6:30- 9:00 pm) 
@ Marvin Braude Constituent Services Center 
6262 Van Nuys Blvd., Council Chambers  
Van Nuys, CA 91401 
 
	  

1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance of the United States. 
2. Roll Call (Quorum call) 
3. Comments of the Chair (President and Education Committee Chair) of 

the Van Nuys Neighborhood Council 
4. No Public Comment prior to the special event. 
5. New Business:  Introduction of the First Van Nuys Education 

Summit. 
Policies, Programs and Reform. 

• Scott Schmerelson - LAUSD School Board member, 
District 3, just recently elected to the board is fresh with 
ideas to share with the stakeholders of Van Nuys. 

• Mónica Ratliff - LAUSD School Board member, District 6, 
will speak on her experience as both a board member and 
a teacher, and what she thinks needs to be accomplished 
in our schools. 

• Office of Senator Hertzberg - A representative will speak 
on what Senator Hertzberg is doing for education including 
SB 791 and the Upward Mobility Act. 

• Office of Adrin Nazarian will update the community on state 
legislation and policies related to education. 

• Office of Nury Martinez - Field Deputy Guillermo Marquez, 
will update the community on Councilwoman Martinezʼs 
work in the schools so far.f. Robina Suwol is the founder of 
California Safe Schools and will be talking about her 
experience and the role she plays in our schools. 
 

 It takes a village...involvement on all levels 

• Why involvement on all levels is so important, NCADD 
Coordinator Sandy Logan, will be speaking about the 
services she provides for free to schools to help parents 
and students learn coping skills and deter youth from using 
drugs. 

• RTI - what is it and how can it help our students - Dr. 
Susan Tandberg, now the Valerio St. Elementary Principal, 



will speak on her experience as director of the program. 
• A community is stronger when all of its members 

participate and are valued, no one believes that more 
than the organization, Tierra Del Sol. Intake coordinator, 
Aaron Riner will be speaking on the Nexus program, 
which enables people with disabilities to access and 
achieve a post-secondary education. 

 Opportunities and Goals 

• Enrich LA - Tomas OʼGrady is the founder of Enrich LA, a 
nonprofit that builds edible gardens in schools. Tomas 
will speak on the innovative disruption in our public 
schools. 

• Jason Youngblood from National College Planners will 
discuss the process of setting educational goals, applying 
to and paying for college and how agencies like NCP 
make going to college a real possibility regardless of 
status. 

• Stacey Lynn Rains - School Representative and Chair of 
the Education committee will share the Van Nuys 
Neighborhood Council education committee goals and 
describe the game plan for moving forward. 

6. Public Comment 
7. Announcements 
8. Adjournment 

	  

In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are 
distributed to a majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting, may be requested by 
emailing info@vnnc.org. Members of the public are invited to address the council on any 
items on the agenda prior to any action by the Council on that specific item. Member of the 
public may also address the board on any matter within the subject matter jurisdiction of the 
Council. The council will entertain such comments during the public comment period(s). 
Public comment will be limited to 10 minutes with 2 minutes per individual for each item 
addressed. The aforementioned limitation may be waived by the chairperson of the meeting. 
(Pursuant to Government Code Section 54954.3(b)) Members of the public who wish to 
address the council are urged to complete a speaker card and submit it to the President or 
Secretary prior to commencement \of an agenda item. Cards are avail- able at the back of the 
room. However, should a member of the public feel the need to address a matter while 
discussion of the item is in progress, a card may be presented to the President or Secretary 
prior to final consideration of the matter. In the interest of time, All Board & Public 
Comments will be limited to no more than 2-minutes unless otherwise adjusted at the 
discretion of the President. It is requested that individuals who require the services of a 
translator contact the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment 24 hours prior to the 
meeting. Whenever possible, a translator will be provided. SI REQUIERE SERVICOS DE 
TRADUCCION, FAVOR DE NOTIFICAR LA OFICINA CON 24 HORAS POR 
ANTICIPADO. As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the 
City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request, will 
provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and 
activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listen device, or other auxiliary aids and/or 
services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make you 
request at least 3 days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting 
Thomas Soong, Neighborhood Council Advocate at (866) LA HELPS.	  

	  


